
looking back
our 2019 senior send-off



Dear Smith Class of 2019

You’ve built your brand. You’ve pioneered your path. You’ve commanded your career. 

Now, as you approach the end of your Smith journey, you’re embracing your experience. 
As Linda Thompson eloquently advises, “Your uniqueness, your individuality, and your life 
experience molds you into fascinating beings. Embrace that. Challenge yourselves to delve into 
the deepest resources of your hearts to cultivate an atmosphere of understanding, acceptance, 
tolerance, and compassion.” As you near the end of your time here at Smith, following these words 

of wisdom will guide your transition from student to successful and impactful business leader.  

I have truly enjoyed serving as your Dean.
Victor C. Mullins, PHD
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NOW OPEN FOR IMMEDIATE MOVE INS
We are Alloy by Alta

     Centered in the prime location of College Park, MD, Alloy by Alta is the right mix of stylish, sleek and functional one, two and three bedroom apartment homes. 
Private meeting and study rooms equipped with Wi-Fi allow you to work hard but who says you can’t play hard as well? Prepare delicious meals in your spacious kitchen.      
     Relax in our luxurious swimming pool with water lounges, start a game of bocce ball with friends or work on your health in our expansive fitness center. In the morning, 
energize yourself at our coffee bar. We even have a spa to pamper your beloved pet. Looking to venture out? Alloy by Alta is conveniently located less than half a mile from the 
UMD campus with restaurants, shopping and more at your fingertips. It’s time to start living your best life today at Alloy by Alta.

4700 Berwyn House Rd College Park, MD 20740
WWW.ALLOYAPTS.COM

Phone: (833) 814-2576

ALLOY BY ALTA is now open.  You can apply now at alloyapts.com.
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what’s inside seniors,
It’s closing time for the class of 2019. We’ve had plenty of 

highs and lows during our time at the University of Maryland, 
and now we’re off to internships, grad school and much more.

The Diamondback’s Looking Back issue is dedicated to re-
capping — and commemorating — the past four years. We’ll 
look at the social change we’ve pushed for, the ways we’ve 
coped with stress, the restaurants we’ve lost and much more.

Congratulations on making it here, and good luck with 
whatever path you take. And if you’re feeling down about 
the end of your college journey, just remember the words of 
a wise man: Every new beginning comes from some other 
beginning’s end.
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Take command of your career.   
Now is the time to consider getting a deferred  
Full-time MBA from your alma mater.

  
Visit go.umd.edu/deferredMBA      
Learn how a deferred Full-Time MBA can work for you.

Just follow this recipe for success:

• Take the GMAT soon while all you’ve learned is top of mind.  

• Apply and get accepted to Smith’s deferred MBA program.

• Get at least two years of professional experience, knowing  
   that we’ve already saved you a seat in our MBA program.

• Come back to get Smith’s top-ranked Full-time MBA degree,  
   expand your network and turbocharge your career.

APPLY NOWStart Later

Get exclusive perks, just for being a Terp  
$10,000 Double Terp Scholarship Eligibility  l  Application Fee Waiver 
Opportunity I Priority Consideration for Merit-Based Scholarships 

THE MARYLAND SMITH DEFERRED FULL-TIME MBA

Learn how a deferred Full-Time MBA can work for you.

APPLY NOWStart LaterAPPLY NOWStart LaterAPPLY NOW

$10,000 Double Terp Scholarship Eligibility  l  Application Fee Waiver 
Opportunity I Priority Consideration for Merit-Based Scholarships 
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the 5 most devastating 
food and shopping losses

By Jordan Katz     |     @NaturallyKatz     |     Engagement editor

5: Pizza Mart

4: Applebee’s

Pizza Mart didn’t have a repu-
tation for providing unique and 
fun pizza toppings, but it was 
a perfectly serviceable eatery 
for any student who wanted to 

enjoy an oversized slice. I highly 
doubt there were many students 
truly sad to see it go, which is 
why it is on our list, but only 
sits at No. 5. 

In College Park, Applebee’s was 
really more of a karaoke venue that 
happened to serve food than a res-
taurant. But it was still regarded as 
an important part of College Park’s 
nighttime entertainment, espe-

cially on Thursdays. The beloved 
chain restaurant survived most of 
fall semester but closed this De-
cember, leaving a hole in the hearts 
of every karaoke enthusiast in the 
area.    

As seniors, we’ve seen many changes to Route 1 in our 
four years here, with new restaurants like Cava, Lot-
sa Pizza and Vigilante Coffee emerging. 

However, while we’ve celebrated new arrivals around this 
campus, we’ve also confronted disappointments as other 
beloved businesses closed their doors. Here are the top five 
most devastating departures over our four (or five) years in 
College Park.

pizza mart was replaced by a Vietnamese restaurant in June.  � le photo/the diamondback

applebee’s closed last December and urged patrons to visit its Laurel branch. � le photo/the diamondback

While many new developments were built 
within our years, other favorites were lost
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2: Rugged Wearhouse

1: Slices Pizza Co.

Rugged Wearhouse provided 
something many other businesses 
on Route 1 didn’t: clothes. For stu-
dents who didn’t want to hop in a 
car or ride a shuttle bus to update 
their wardrobe, Rugged was a valu-
able resource. The store was espe-
cially popular for themed social 

events, as one student fondly re-
called, to The Diamondback earlier 
this school year, buying leopard-
print pants there. But, we had to 
bid farewell to leopard-print pants 
and other unique outfi ts in October 
2018. People’s outfi ts just haven’t 
been the same since.    

College Park’s bevy of pizza loca-
tions is a common target of jokes 
among current and former stu-
dents with places like Lotsa, Blaze, 
Domino’s, Papa John’s and Ledo all 
a short walk from campus. However, 
College Park just hasn’t felt the same 
since August 2018, when Slices mys-
teriously closed. Slices was well-re-

garded for its unique types of pizza, 
such as the mac-and-cheese option, 
that were especially popular late-
night fare for students. Slices stood 
out from the crowd when it came to 
College Park pizza places, but sadly 
that wasn’t enough to keep it open.    

Rugged Wearhouse ended its 20-year run last October. elliot scarangello/the diamondback

slices unexpectedly shut down last August. � le photo/The Diamondback

3: Five Guys
Great hamburgers? Check. 

Eternally generous servings of 
fries? Check. Peanuts? Check. 
Despite all of these positive traits, 

Five Guys departed from College 
Park in March 2018, leaving stu-
dents without a burger place on 
Route 1. 

� ve guys? More like Five BYES. denchik/unsplash

newsumdbk@gmail.com



From the Faculty and Staff of 
The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences  

Dear Graduates, 

Congratulations! We in the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences celebrate with you 
and with your friends and families. We are proud of all you have done—and all you have  
yet to do—as alumni of this tremendous institution. 

You have worked hard to acquire the knowledge, skills and tools that are urgently needed 
across government, non-profit, healthcare, education, social service, and private sector 
careers. Many of you have pursued internships and research opportunities, and all of you 
have built friendships and made lasting memories. We trust that your time at Maryland  
has prepared you for much success, in your careers and in your lives. 

As you go forth, we hope you will always remember our College’s motto—to  
Be the Solution to the world’s great challenges! Whatever your path forward, and your 
future plans, know that we are proud of you and will continue to support you.

Associate Dean Katherine Russell and I especially urge you to stay in touch with us—via 
social media, online, and through services and events including those from the University 
Career Center @ BSOS and the UMD Alumni Association. Remember—you now have many 
friends among the nearly 75,000 BSOS Terps in your alumni community! 

Best wishes, 

Gregory F. Ball  
Dean and Professor  
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences 

BSOS PROGRAMS:
• African American Studies
• Anthropology
• Criminology & Criminal Justice
• Economics
• Environmental Science & Policy
• Geographical Sciences
• Government & Politics
• Hearing & Speech Sciences
• Joint Program in  
  Survey Methodology
• Psychology
• Sociology/bsosumd

bsos.umd.edu

MONDay, APRIL 29, 20198
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‘a sparc 
of change’

the university has come under � re in recent years for not adequately supporting its students and their mental health. SPARC, a student group, aims to bring increased awareness and resources to struggling students. � le photo/the diamondback

By the time Kristen 
Brockett came to the 
University of Mary-

land, she had been dealing 
with depression and anxiety 
for two years. As she strug-
gled at the beginning of her 
freshman year, she noticed 
that mental health was rarely 
an open discussion.

“I wanted to bring some 
… recognition of the issues 
that many college students 
deal with to the forefront, 
because it’s not talked about 
and there is such a stigma 
around it still,” said Brock-
ett, a senior government and 
politics major. 

So in 2015, Brockett helped 
found Scholars Promoting 
and Revitalizing Care, a club 
for mental health awareness 
and advocacy.

In February 2018, the 
group launched the “30 
Days Too Late” campaign, 
referring to the time it can 
take to get an appointment at 
this university’s counseling 
center. The group met with 
administrators, students 
and other organizations 
alongside the awareness 
campaign. 

“I never expected to really 
be in a position where I could 
meet with so many people 
about something I’m pas-
sionate about and really make 
a di� erence,” Brockett said.

Last summer, the Coun-
seling Center added fi ve new 
positions, including two psy-
chologists, an Accessibility 
and Disability Service spe-
cialist and two triage special-
ists. This allowed the center 

to provide more walk-in 
appointments and group 
therapy, director Sharon 
Kirkland-Gordon said. 

“We try to make sure that, 
at the end of the day, our stu-
dents are healthy and that 
they’re whole and that they 
meet their goals,” she said. 
“So it’s really just making 
sure that they’re doing the 
best they can do.”

S i n ce  t h e  ca m pa i g n , 
SPARC helped create this 
university’s Mental Health 
Advisory Board. The group 
also funded mental health 
fi rst aid training for resident 
and community assistants 
— 49 of whom have trained 
thus far — Department of 
Resident Life associate direc-
tor Dennis Passarella-George 
said. SPARC is currently 

working with the Student 
Government Association to 
subsidize training for stu-
dents, said Garrett Mogge, 
a sophomore geographic 
studies and journalism major 
and the club’s spokesperson. 

Kirkland-Gordon said the 
center will be “fully sta� ed” 
this fall and will take on three 
new staff psychologists in 
late August. Kirkland-Gor-
don also plans to retire, and 
the center will have a new 
director possibly as soon as 
next semester.

Mental health became 
a topic of debate again last 
April, when then-junior Faye 
Barrett received an email 
from Resident Life barring 
her from her on-campus 
apartment after a mental 
health-related hospital stay. 

The sociology major could 
only re-enter her building 
after meeting with a uni-
versity psychiatrist and a 
Resident Life case manager, 
according to the attached 
letter.

Barrett tweeted screen-
shots of the letter, gaining 
over 2,000 retweets and 
4,000 likes. In response 
to backlash, Resident Life 
changed the policy last 
summer. Now, students can 
return to their dorms after 
hospital stays, given they 
visit a psychiatrist and a case 
manager within two days. 

Passarella-George said 
this new practice is among 
the most important Resident 
Life has created in the past 
four years. 

“One of the most positive 

changes, I think, of our new 
practice is that it allows our 
sta�  to be able to better com-
municate that we are here to 
help 24/7,” he said.

While Barrett said she still 
wants to see more student 
awareness and accommodat-
ing professors, she is “very 
happy” about the change 
and that she made her voice 
heard.

“I’ve learned that you 
should speak up when you 
feel like something’s wrong, 
because it’s happening to 
other people, too,” Barrett 
said. “When enough people 
gather around a cause and 
think something’s wrong, it 
is enough to get the univer-
sity’s attention.”

Over the past four years, UMD’s attitude toward 
mental health care has begun to change

By Jenn Attanasio     |     @attanasio_ jenn     |     Sta�  writer

newsumdbk@gmail.com
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shots, upsets, titles
Maryland sports have given us some incredible  
moments over the past four years. Here’s our top 10.
By Ryan Romano     |     @triple_r_    |     Editor in chief

Technically, this isn’t a Maryland sports 
moment, but we still had to mention it. Trail-
ing by one with 10 seconds to go, the Minnesota 
Vikings were facing certain elimination when 
Diggs caught a deep ball, whirled around and 
bolted to the end zone as time expired.

Stefon Diggs delivers a miracle 
in Minneapolis — Jan. 14, 2018

honorable mention

Softball hands No. 1 Florida its first loss  
of the season— Feb. 18, 2017

10 

The 2017 Gators lost just eight games en route to the women’s 
College World Series. Seven of those were against teams that 
made it to the NCAA regional finals. The eighth? That came at 
the hands of the Terps, who pulled off a 4-2 upset in Gainesville. 
Maryland’s pitchers worked around six hits and six walks, and 
the offense provided enough run support for the win.

Women’s basketball annihilates  
Bluefield State — Nov. 2, 2016

9

Exhibition games usually aren’t too memorable — unless 
your team wins by 129. That was the margin of victory when 
the Terps hosted D-II Bluefield State for their first exhibition 
game of 2016-17. Maryland dominated every facet of the game, 
and the crowd at Xfinity Center eventually started cheering 
for the Big Blues.

Volleyball tops No. 15 Michigan for first 
ever ranked road win — Nov. 7, 2018

8

While the Big Ten is one of the nation’s toughest volleyball 
conferences, the Terps have made a name for themselves in 
recent years, with several marquee wins. None of them was big- 
ger than last fall’s upset of then-No. 15 Michigan, a team that 
would end up going to the Sweet 16. Maryland swept the Wol-
verines in Ann Arbor for its first road win over a ranked team.

Football upsets No. 23 Texas for first 
ranked win since 2010 — Sept. 2, 2017

6 

Under new coach Tom Herman, the Longhorns had high 
expectations in 2017, checking in at No. 23 in the preseason 
AP poll. That didn’t deter the Terps, who silenced Darrell K 
Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium with a 51-41 win. After starting 
quarterback Tyrrell Pigrome tore his ACL in the third quarter, 
true freshman Kasim Hill stepped in and finished the job.

Field hockey upsets No. 2-seed Duke to  
advance to Final Four — Nov. 12, 2017

5

Obviously, any win over Duke is worth celebrating. This one 
was especially great because of when (the NCAA tournament 
semifinals) and how (two goals in the last seven minutes after 
trailing 2-1) it happened. The Terps followed it up by steam-
rolling Michigan in the Final Four before falling to UConn in 
the title game — an incredible turnaround after a 6-5 start.

Men’s soccer wins national title to cap 
improbable run — Dec. 9, 2018

2 

2018 wasn’t supposed to be the Terps’ year — they lost three 
of their top four scorers from the prior season. But they finished 
the regular season strong and made the NCAA tournament as 
a No 11 seed. From there, they beat NC State at home, knocked 
off three top-10 teams and gutted out a 1-0 win over Akron to 
give Sasho Cirovski his third title. 

Men’s and women’s lacrosse both win 
championships — May 28/29, 2017

1 

It was a Memorial Day weekend from heaven. On Sunday, 
Cathy Reese and the women earned their third title in four years 
with a 16-13 victory over Boston College. The next day, John 
Tillman and the men got a 42-year-old monkey off their backs, 
beating Ohio State 9-6 for their first title since 1975. Maryland 
became the third school ever to win both lax titles in one year.

Destiny Slocum hits 3/4-court buzzer-
beater in Round of 32 — March 19, 2017

7

Slocum made her mark in her last game at Xfinity Center. 
After a West Virginia layup with four seconds to go, the Terps 
didn’t have time to get the ball downcourt, so Slocum lobbed 
an overhand Hail Mary toward the rim. Somehow, the ball 
found the net, and Maryland didn’t look back, cruising past 
the Mountaineers 83-56 to advance to the Sweet 16.

Melo Trimble hits a dagger in his last 
game at Xfinity Center — March 4, 2017

4 

You couldn’t have scripted it any better. The Terps were 
deadlocked with Michigan State, 60-60, when Trimble pulled 
up with two defenders in his face and drained a game-winning 
3-pointer with 0.8 seconds to go. While Trimble had a ton of 
clutch shots at Maryland, the fact that this was his last home 
game makes it the biggest.

Football upsets No. 23 Texas for the  
second straight year — Sept. 1, 2018

3 

Sometimes the sequel is better than the original. The Terps 
were still reeling from the death of Jordan McNair, and Matt 
Canada had been interim head coach for less than a month. 
Maryland began the game with 10 men on the field to honor 
McNair, then eked out a 34-29 win over the Longhorns, who 
would finish the season at No. 9 in the AP poll. 



Accepting online applications for fall enrollment until June 28th.

Take your career to the next level.
The University of Marylandds professional masterds degree in Applied Economics gives you a professional advantage: 
a solid background in quantitative analysis for evidence-based policy decisions.

Designed for working professionals, our 10-course, 30-credit program can be completed in as little as 15 months. 
Evening classes on campus in College Park or downtown near DuPont Circle.

EEmployers for our graduates include: Capital One, Fannie Mae, Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Insight 
Policy Research, ISS Governance, Mathematica Policy Research, National Bank of Bulgaria, Optimal Solutions 
Group, Regional Economic Studies Institute, Towson University, Resources for the Future, Results for Development, 
Roosevelt Institute, US Army, US Bureau of Economic Analysis, US Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Bureau of the 
Census, US Coast Guard , US Congress, US Department of Agriculture, US Department of Homeland Security, US 
Department of State, US Department of Transportation, US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Viget, Vital 
VoVoices Global Partnership, Washington Business Dynamics, Westat, Western Union Business Solutions

Attend an information Session
Wednesday, May 29th
RSVP to Masters-econ@umd.edu
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The 2016 election was one of the most contro-
versial in United States history.

Although he ultimately lost the popular vote 
to Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump won 30 states and the 
electoral college, leading to tension between parties and 
their respective members. 

This year’s graduating seniors were sophomores when 
President Trump took office, and many noticed changes 
in campus politics after the election. 

“I think Trump’s election inspired a new wave of 
political activism on college campuses that has really 
inspired me as a politically active student,” said Sydney 
Poretsky, president of University of Maryland’s College 
Democrats. 

Poretsky, a senior communication and Spanish major, 
said her generation has grown more concerned with 
electing leaders who will confront President Trump 
and can represent her generation’s beliefs. 

Poretsky said College Democrats’ membership more 
than doubled from spring to fall 2018 in response to the 
midterm elections. She said students wanted to send a 
message to the president and Republican leaders. 

“We’ve transformed our grievances into a platform 
for action, encouraging members to actively participate 
in Democratic politics and to utilize our voices to enact 
change,” Poretsky said. 

The group’s vice president, Chris Richter, agreed that 
campus politics have moved to the left since Trump’s 
election, and students are becoming more politically 
engaged. He said he has seen more activity from left-
leaning groups on campus than their right-leaning 
counterparts, evident in increased student backlash to 
university President Loh and his administration. 

The Maryland College Republicans did not respond 
to multiple requests for comment.

Richter gave examples including students’ response 
to the death of football player Jordan McNair and to 
administrator Diane Krejsa’s remark that Maryland  is 
“not a home” following the university’s inability to ban 
hate symbols on campus in 2017. 

Richter, a senior finance and government and politics 
major, also recalled an anti-Trump rally to encour-
age progressive action right after the 2016 presidential 
election. During the rally, Richter’s friend planted an 
American flag upside down, upsetting a group of con-
servatives and leading to a fight, Richter said.

Zoey Stump, an animal sciences and physiology and 
neurobiology major, said she does not share her political 
opinions because of the backlash she’s received since 
the election.

“Prior to the election, it was much more ‘acceptable’ 
to be a Republican because Trump wasn’t really associ-
ated with the party, but nowadays to be a conservative 
is to be a Trump supporter, which isn’t acceptable to 
many,” Stump said. 

She recalled a campus class walkout and a some pro-
fessors canceled classes after the election.   

“I would go as far to say that people are far less ac-
cepting now than when I started at [Maryland] because 
of this,” Stump said. 

She did not think students’ level of engagement in-
creased on campus after Trump’s election. She said 
that the bulk of engagement occurred during the actual 
election but then tapered off. 

Andy Schell, a biochemistry and psychology major, is a 
registered Independent and said his level of engagement 
has not changed because of the 2016 general election. 
He became more involved with politics two years prior. 

“A lot of people stick to a pretty steadfast ideology, 
and if it comes under threat, they’re inclined to retreat 

further into their ideology than dissociate from it en-
tirely,” Schell said. 

He said he has also seen more intense political polar-
ization on campus since the election, rather than more 
people identifying as Independents. 

Student Government Association president Jonathan 
Allen said he has seen more students engage in politics 
since the election, especially due to this university’s 
proximity to Washington, D.C. Location has given stu-
dents the opportunity to attend rallies and protests like 
the March For Our Lives, the Women’s March and the 
March For Life. 

This university’s marginalized communities were 
expressing that they felt unsafe and unwelcome fol-
lowing 2016, “particularly due to the rhetoric leading 
up to and following the election,” said Allen, a senior 
government and politics major.

“Our goal is to make sure their voices are being heard 
and that we are relaying their concerns to the appropriate 
stakeholders and working to adjust them,” Allen said. 

The SGA recently started a nonpartisan collaboration 
with the TerpsVote coalition to get more students involved in 
the midterm elections. Allen said this collaboration was not 
just about churning out a vote but actually trying to inform 
students about the importance of election participation. 

Bailey Dinman, a senior government and politics major, 
agreed that there had been an increase in students’ politi-
cal engagement and found it encouraging that she’d seen 
so many students participating in political activism and 
discourse. 

“I think students feel a larger stake in the outcome of our 
electorate, because as we mature we better comprehend 
how political decisions impact our daily lives as the next 
generation of leaders,” Dinman said.

terps
after

trump
How have we changed since 

the 2016 election?

By Megan Sayles     |     @thedbk    |    For The Diamondback

newsumdbk@gmail.com

photo via youtube.
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While the University of Maryland has taken 
steps to hear student concerns, including a bien-
nial campus climate survey and tasking a “rapid-
response team” to respond to racial bias reports, 
students who are a part of minority groups have 
spoken out in recent years about how they’ve felt 
unheard and unsafe at the university. 

In the fall of 2016, a coalition of student groups 
called ProtectUMD — which included at least 25 
multicultural, LGBT and political student groups 
and advocates — issued a list of demands to the 
university to “protect communities vulnerable 
to persecution and discrimination” after the 
presidential election that year.  

University President Wallace Loh responded 

that many of the 64 demands they issued were 
already underway, and called some of the ones 
that weren’t “unlawful, or impractical, or un-
necessary,” such as declaring the university a 
“sanctuary campus” and providing prayer rooms 
in every major campus building.

In 2017, tensions continued. A noose was 
found hanging in a fraternity house, and white 
nationalist posters were found across the the 
university’s campus at least five different times. 
In March of that year, two white supremacist 
fliers were found outside the university’s chem-
istry building. 

“It is your civic duty to report any and all illegal 
aliens. They are criminals. America is a white 

nation,” one read. Fliers were also found in three 
other locations.

In May of that year, 2nd Lt. Richard Collins, a 
black Bowie State University student was fatally 
stabbed at the Montgomery Hall bus stop. Sean 
Urbanski, a white former student at this uni-
versity, is charged with Collins’ murder and a 
hate crime.

After Collins’ death, the university received 
several letters from black applicants who decided 
not to attend the university. 

“Those concerns are definitely legitimate 
concerns with the past events that have hap-
pened,” said Trey Huff, the president of this 
university’s National Pan-Hellenic Council, in 

February 2018. 
“You never want to hear about that on your 

own campus, and when it happened I think it 
shook everybody because there was a death,” said 
Samantha Luckert, a senior journalism major. 

In the fall 2017 semester, there were 15 verified 
hate bias incidents on this campus, including 
several instances of swastikas drawn or spray-
painted on university buildings and property.

“Racial dynamics have definitely gotten 
more strained since I began here, because in 
my freshman year it definitely wasn’t as salient as 
it is now,” Gopakumar said. “I was a sophomore 
when Trump got elected, and even the night of 
the election you could tell how the people of 

color and women were reacting to what was 
happening.”

This university also came under fire in Sep-
tember 2018, when a counseling group advertised 
a “safe space for White students.” The Counsel-
ing Center’s online description of the group, 
called “White Awake,” read, “Do you sometimes 
feel uncomfortable and confused before, during 
or after interactions with racial and ethnic mi-
norities? This group offers a safe space for White 
Students to explore their experiences, questions, 
reactions, and feelings.”

Students at this university quickly responded, 
criticizing the group. The Counseling Center 
maintained its decision to create the group, but 
changed the group’s name to the Anti-Racism 
and Ally Building Group.

In 2018, the university saw a decline in black 
student enrollment. In data compiled by this 
university’s Institutional Research, Planning and 
Assessment office, only 344 first-time students 
were African American — the lowest since IRPA 

began collecting data in 1992. 
Following the report, university President 

Wallace Loh shared plans to form a council to 
ensure that “all eligible Maryland students” can 
access “extraordinary educational resources” at 
this university. 

In December of that year, activists were left 
disappointed at the release of the university’s 
long-awaited external review of its diversity 
measures. The report voiced support for work the 
university was already doing, but lacked substan-
tive policy recommendations for steps forward. 

Some of the people who contributed their 
input to the report — sharing their thoughts on 
everything from microaggressions to  general 
discomfort they’ve experienced at this univer-
sity — felt the report failed to characterize their 
experiences.

“It seems like a lot of our time and efforts were 
wasted,” Huff said in December. 

‘more strained’
From white nationalist posters to a noose in a fraternity house, a number of racist incidents 

have occurred on the campus in the past four years. Following President Trump’s election in 

2016, senior physiology and neurobiology and sociology major Shraddha Gopakumar said she 

thought the event “created an atmosphere where people feel more comfortable acting out.”

By Vanessa Reis     |     @thedbk     |     For The Diamondback

“I was a sophomore when Trump got elected, and even the night of the election 
you could tell how the people of color and women were reacting to what was happening.”

- SENIOR BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES AND SOCIOLOGY MAJOR 
SHRADDHA GOPAKUMAR

newsumdbk@gmail.com

community

flyers about white supremacy and a white ally group were found on campus in recent months. charlie deboyace/thediamondback

a noose was found in the 
Phi Kappa Tau fraternity’s 
chapter house kitchen on April 
27, 2017. 
file photo/the diamondback

A VIGIL WAS HELD for Richard 
Collins , a Bowie State 
University student, in Samuel L. 
Myers auditorium on Monday, 
May 22, 2017. Collins on the 
University of Maryland campus. 
jay reed / the diamondback
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While the University of Maryland has taken 
steps to hear student concerns, including a bien-
nial campus climate survey and tasking a “rapid-
response team” to respond to racial bias reports, 
students who are a part of minority groups have 
spoken out in recent years about how they’ve felt 
unheard and unsafe at the university. 

In the fall of 2016, a coalition of student groups 
called ProtectUMD — which included at least 25 
multicultural, LGBT and political student groups 
and advocates — issued a list of demands to the 
university to “protect communities vulnerable 
to persecution and discrimination” after the 
presidential election that year.  

University President Wallace Loh responded 

that many of the 64 demands they issued were 
already underway, and called some of the ones 
that weren’t “unlawful, or impractical, or un-
necessary,” such as declaring the university a 
“sanctuary campus” and providing prayer rooms 
in every major campus building.

In 2017, tensions continued. A noose was 
found hanging in a fraternity house, and white 
nationalist posters were found across the the 
university’s campus at least five different times. 
In March of that year, two white supremacist 
fliers were found outside the university’s chem-
istry building. 

“It is your civic duty to report any and all illegal 
aliens. They are criminals. America is a white 

nation,” one read. Fliers were also found in three 
other locations.

In May of that year, 2nd Lt. Richard Collins, a 
black Bowie State University student was fatally 
stabbed at the Montgomery Hall bus stop. Sean 
Urbanski, a white former student at this uni-
versity, is charged with Collins’ murder and a 
hate crime.

After Collins’ death, the university received 
several letters from black applicants who decided 
not to attend the university. 

“Those concerns are definitely legitimate 
concerns with the past events that have hap-
pened,” said Trey Huff, the president of this 
university’s National Pan-Hellenic Council, in 

February 2018. 
“You never want to hear about that on your 

own campus, and when it happened I think it 
shook everybody because there was a death,” said 
Samantha Luckert, a senior journalism major. 

In the fall 2017 semester, there were 15 verified 
hate bias incidents on this campus, including 
several instances of swastikas drawn or spray-
painted on university buildings and property.

“Racial dynamics have definitely gotten 
more strained since I began here, because in 
my freshman year it definitely wasn’t as salient as 
it is now,” Gopakumar said. “I was a sophomore 
when Trump got elected, and even the night of 
the election you could tell how the people of 

color and women were reacting to what was 
happening.”
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norities? This group offers a safe space for White 
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changed the group’s name to the Anti-Racism 
and Ally Building Group.
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university’s Institutional Research, Planning and 
Assessment office, only 344 first-time students 
were African American — the lowest since IRPA 

began collecting data in 1992. 
Following the report, university President 

Wallace Loh shared plans to form a council to 
ensure that “all eligible Maryland students” can 
access “extraordinary educational resources” at 
this university. 

In December of that year, activists were left 
disappointed at the release of the university’s 
long-awaited external review of its diversity 
measures. The report voiced support for work the 
university was already doing, but lacked substan-
tive policy recommendations for steps forward. 

Some of the people who contributed their 
input to the report — sharing their thoughts on 
everything from microaggressions to  general 
discomfort they’ve experienced at this univer-
sity — felt the report failed to characterize their 
experiences.

“It seems like a lot of our time and efforts were 
wasted,” Huff said in December. 
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From white nationalist posters to a noose in a fraternity house, a number of racist incidents 

have occurred on the campus in the past four years. Following President Trump’s election in 
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Nadiyah
Pollard
CONGRATS,

DIYAH
So Very

Proud of You!

Love,
MMimi and 
PopPop

Billy
William Joseph Morin

You did it! 
Congratulations on your 
graduation from UMD.

What a milestone 
achievement for you!

We are very proud of you! 

RRemember to always do your 
best, love life, your family 
and nothing but the best! 

Love you,
Mom & Dad

Diamond Fisher
Diamond you did it!!

We are so proud of you and love you!
Love,

Mom, Grandpa,
Temera & Dayvon

Bintu Traoré
e Amazing Bintu Traoré!

We are so proud of you!

Love,
Mommy and Daddy,

Kalu, and Gumby

Mary Kate
Greening

MK,
Be Bold,

be courageous,
be your best.

 
Congratulations! 

LLove
Mom and Dad

Matthew Vega

Look out world, here he comes!
Love, Your Family

Riley
Conlin

We are
proud of

you Riley!
Dad, Mom,

Eli, Quin
& Gracie

Nathan Holliman
Nathan G F T 

Holliman

So proud and 
happy for you,
Dad, Maman, 

Peter and Lucas

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE CLASS OF 2019
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Kevin
Conte

Congratulations Kevin.
e day you were born you 

made the world a better place! 

Look out Boston, here he comes. 
We love you!!

Mom, Dad and Patrick

Mitch
Cooney

CONGRATS MITCH !
We are so proud of

you & love you!
Love , Mom & Dad, Cay, 
Shan, Max & Marley XO

Jay
Cannon
Congratulations Jay!

We were behind you
all the way. Two thumbs up!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Gaga, Nana, 

Andrew, Caroline,
& & Sparky

Jake
Samson

CONGRATS JAKE SAMSON! 

We are so proud of you and 
glad you had an amazing 

four years at UMD!
Can't wait to see what your 

future holds! Go Terps!

LLove, Mom, Dad & Allie

Kathryn
Farlese

Congratulations, Katie!
e state of New Jersey is 
looking forward to your 

return - especially us! 
We're so proud of you! 

Love, Mom, Dad,
KKevin and Mary

Albert
Isenhour

CONGRATULATIONS IKE!
Smart, tenacious, kind, and 

now a diploma too! 
We are so proud of you

and love you tons!!! 

Bump, set, spike...Graduate. 

LLove, Dad, Mom, and Nick
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Bryan 
Taylor

CONGRATULATIONS 
BRYAN

Way to stay on track 

Love,
Dad, Mom, Rachel,

Sean and Stella

Faith
Bergman

So proud of you!
You have accomplished 

so much these
four years.

We can't wait to see 
what you will do next!

LLove, Mom, Dad,
Victoria and Teddy

Camille
Cade

Congratulations 
Camille!

We are so happy for 
you, baby girl!
Love always,

Mom and Dad

Gabriel
Sarecky

We are so
proud of you!

We know you will 
"build" a bright 

future!
Love, Mom & Dad

Joshua Trejos
J.T. Joshua M. Trejos
YOU DID IT!

We are so proud of you.
Love, Mom, Dad and family

James Butler
James Gustave Butler
YOU DID IT!!!

We are so proud of you
Love, Dad, Mom,Carolyn, Mark, Austin, 
Conner, Payton, John, Jr., Stacey, Gatlin, 
Benjamin, Rachel, Elizabeth and Letty
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Kyle Vetrano

Congratulations Kyle Vetrano! Love, prayers, and blessings on your 
well-deserved success my child. I know your life will be beautiful and 

colorful. Stay happy and be wise. Love Always, Mommy

Madeleine Harris

Madeleine We are so Proud of you! We can’t wait to see what great things 
you will do in the Future. CONGRATULATIONS

We love you!! Mom, Dad, and Natalie

Elliot Scarangello

Elliot! Congratulations on your graduation to our 
curious, beautiful boy! Love, Mom, Dad and Anthony

Congratulations Kirklan!

Continue to set high goals for yourself. You are the master of 
your faith and the captain of your soul. So proud of you!

Love Always,
Mom and Dad
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Michael Owca
-Aerospace

Engineering 2019 

Creativity is
intelligence having

fun. -Albert Einstein

Aim for the stars
aand Mars! 

To mission control -
with love and

admiration From
launch control -
Mom and Dad

Olivia
Oliver
Congratulations 

Olivia!

You made it past 
the homestretch!

You've come a 
long way baby!

William Morin
Billy,

e best view comes aer the hardest climb!
Congratulations, best of luck

& much love to you!
Maggie

Khalil P Edwards
YOU DID IT!

We are so proud of you.
Love, Mom & Dad

Alexis Ferrante

We're so
proud of

you!! 

Love
Mom, Dad,

& Craig

Bryanna Graves 

We are so proud of you 
Love Mom & Mr Frank

Reach for the stars

Daniel
ompson 

We love you and
are proud of you. 

Mom, Dad
and Bros.

Corey
Townsend 

We’re so proud
of you!

Love, 
Mom, Dad,
Jr, Nicole,

and Grandpa
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Sean
Reilly

Batman would be proud.
So are we.

Congrats!
Love,

Mom, Dad & Reese

Brendan
Dear baby Brendan Kenney, 

One of us was always sure you 
would be a huge success in 

Logistics.
And remember,

Just Keep Drumming. 
CCongrats

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Other Brendan

and e Dog 

Nadiyah
Pollard

Well Deserved!

We are extremely
proud of you!

Love,
Mom & Dad

Nicholas
Prainito
CONGRATS, NICHOLAS

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU! 

GOOD LUCK
IN LAW SCHOOL!!!

LOVE, 
MOM, DAD & MJ

Reuben
Pomerantz

CONGRATS REUBEN!!
We are so proud of you.

Life can be dirty, so make sure 
you always stay clean.

LOVE,
MOM, DAD AND NATHAN

Parshya
Kavoosi
Congrats, Parshya!

You have made us so proud 
today! ere’s no better feeling 

than watching our little girl live 
out her dreams.

Love, Sussie & Daddy



MONDay, APRIL 29, 201922

Stay in touch
after graduation!
DBKNEWS.com

Emily
You are 

extrordinary! 

We love you, 
always and 

forever!

Mom and 
Dad

Dominic Santiago

Hard work
does pay off. 

Congratulations! 

Love,
Dad, Mom,

Reggie

Louis
Scalza

Proud
of you! 

Love - 
Mom, Dad, 

Michael, and 
Diesel

Yasmine Abdelkader
Dear Young 

Yasmine
(Aka Yung Yazzy) 
YYou are the light of 
not only our world 

but also our garage. 
anks for being an 
amazing chef, and

a better friend.
TTexas is your one 

true home. 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Siblings 
and Cute Nephew 

Cole Wilson

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR WELL-DESERVED 
ACHIEVEMENT ! HAPPY GRADUATION! 

MUCH LOVE, MOM

Patrick Battista

Mr. Patrick Battista
You were always a natural born leader.

We are so excited to see what you do next.
Your entire loving family,

Arnie, Craig, Dustin, Tyler, Amanda, Caroline, Yasmine, Brendan, 
Other Brendan, Aaron, Mike, Sonja, Bridget, Ayla, Yonah, Daniel



The MPSGIS Program at the University of Maryland is dedicated to providing 
the most up-to-date education on geospatial technology, theory, and 
applications. The courses cover spatial analysis, statistics, programming, 
databases, modeling, remote sensing, Web GIS, Mobile GIS, Open Source GIS, 
Commercial Drones for Data, and more. Both MPS degree (31 Credits) and 
Graduate Certificate (12 Credits) in GIS are offered.
Quick Facts :
• All courses a• All courses are scheduled in the evenings (5:30 to 7:30 pm) to accommodate 
  working professionals.
• All courses are offered in traditional classrooms or GIS labs and 
  simultaneously broadcast online.
• Entire lectures (lecture slides, presentations, and Q&A interactions) are 
  video-archived for reviewing.
• Our program is one of the ESRI Development Centers.

Master of Professional Studies in
Geospatial Information Sciences

23MONDay, APRIL 29, 2019



MONDay, APRIL 29, 201924

“Now I listen

UMD students refl ect on their music tastes

By Kaitlyn Francis     |     @thedbk    |     For The Diamondback

“Now I listen“Now I listen A lot can change in four years 
of  college:  who you are, 
what your major is or who 
your friends are. But one of 

the biggest changes can be your taste 
in music. 

The music industry progresses each 
year, which means the cool, popular 
music that everyone vibes to differs 
year to year as well. 

“Freshman year, I definitely listened 
to a little bit of different music,” said 
Blair Ptak, a senior cell biology and 
genetics major. “My friends and I were 
really into finding cool remixes of songs 
and more unknown artists.”

Ptak explored all kinds of music her 
freshman year, but said nowadays, she 
sticks to what she has found to be her 
favorites — country, rap and pop.

Ellie Bockstie, a senior community 
health major, said she explored a lot of 
alternative music her freshman year but 
started to focus less on exploration and 
more on pop and hip-hop that she finds 
perfect for working out and dancing. 

Meeting new people freshman year 
also allows students to open up their 
range of music choices. 

Drew Hamroff, a senior mechani-
cal engineering major, said his friends 
introduced him to new music beyond 
rock, which he said was his favorite 
genre when he first came to College 
Park. 

“I’d say my music taste is really 
diverse from all the different people 
I’ve met in college,” Hamroff said. 
“Now I listen to everything from rock, 
rap, hip-hop to stuff that is indie, funky 
and jazzy.” 

According to Billboard, the most 
popular type of music in 2017 was R&B/
hip-hop, making up 24.5 percent of 
all music consumed. The year before 
current seniors arrived at Maryland, 

the most popular music was pop/rock 
music, which made up 24 percent of 
music consumed, according to Statista. 

The big change from pop music to 
R&B and hip-hop reflects the up-and-
coming artists that this university has 
brought to the school each year: T-Pain 
and Lil Dicky visited in 2016; in 2017, 2 
Chainz and Ty Dolla $ign were slated to 
perform. Unfortunately, Ty Dolla $ign 
was a no-show.  

Katherine Brzozowski, a senior jour-
nalism and marketing major, confessed 
that though the school brought such 
exciting artists, the venues caused 
some problems. 

“ T h ey  h a d  L i l  D i c k y  a t  X f i n i ty 
[Center] and it was pitiful how few 
people they actually got in there,” said 
Brzozowski. “I had a little bit of sec-
ondhand embarrassment for T-Pain 
because he started a riff and by the 
time he had finished it kids would have 
walked from the front row … all the way 
out of Xfinity.”

Lil Yachty came spring 2018, and last 
semester, the rising Quinn XCII came to 
Fallapalooza and had students jamming 
out to favorites like “Another Day in 
Paradise” and his new hit at the time, 
“Panama.” Brzozowski said switching 
the venue to Ritchie Coliseum made 
the experience better than the other 
concerts.

Hamroff went to Lil Dicky, T-Pain 
and Quinn XCII and had a blast at all 
of them. But he said he had wished he 
had gone to more of the concerts the 
school put on.

This spring, seniors have one more 
chance to experience a concert at 
Maryland when A$AP Ferg, Jessie 
Reyez and THEY. headline this year’s 
Art Attack.

diversionsdbk@gmail.com

to
everything”everything”everything”

“Now I listen



Over the years, senior 
mechanical  engi-
neering major Lauren 
Kerlin has lived in 

Hagerstown Hall, Oakland Hall, 
Commons 6 and Commons 7. 
Now living comfortably in her 
second Commons apartment, 
Kerlin appreciates starting off 
in her dorm without air condi-
tioning, and then progressively 
moving to higher quality housing. 

“Looking back at Hagerstown, 
I could never go back to it, but I 
appreciate the friends I’ve made 
through that experience,” Kerlin 
said. “I definitely think it’s good 
to at least start from somewhere 
and move up, instead of having 
the best dorm freshman year 
and trying to keep up with those 
expectations for the rest of your 
college career.”

Senior journalism and psy-
chology major Liam Harrington 

currently lives in the University 
View and said it’s hard to justify 
the high cost of his and many 
other College Park apartment 
complexes.

“I know they have to make a 
profit, but it’s just so expensive,” 
Harrington said. “My girlfriend 
lives in a house that’s a block away 
from me … that house is only a 
five-minute walk away, and only 
almost two-thirds of the price. 
That might have been something 
to consider.”

Senior mathematics major 
Sydney Hicks, another resident 
of the View, agreed the cost of 
apartments around campus is 
expensive overall. Regardless of 
where you choose to live, Hicks 
said, learning to cook regularly is 
one of the most important skills 
for living off campus — and saving 
money. 

“The 40 percent of the time 

that I do eat out, it definitely adds 
up,” Hicks said. “Try to cook as 
much as possible and take advan-
tage of the kitchen and the space 
that you have.”

H icks noted that  cheaper 
options come at the cost of other 
advantages such as security and 
privacy. 

Luck inevitably plays a large 
role in everyone’s college housing 
experience. Senior economics 
major Shyon Parsadoust has had 
many bad roommates over the 
years, from “raging alcoholics” 
to roommates who would regu-
larly steal his possessions. Still, 
Parsadoust always tried to work 
through obstacles with his room-
mates, understanding that every-
one has problems they struggle 
with personally.

“There’s nothing that you 
can do to help somebody unless 
they’re willing to make that 

change,” Parsadoust said. “The 
best thing you can do is be there 
for them, and send them to re-
sources like the Counseling 
Center that we have on campus.”

Harrington stresses that stu-
dents should always take the time 
to research all the housing options 
available to them well beforehand. 

“I’ve heard some cool stories of 
people stumbling upon something 
last minute because they had a 
connection,” Harrington said. 
“Just talk to people. Take the time 
to talk to people, take the time to 
do your research and, like so many 
other things in college, the sooner 
you do it, the less stressed you’ll 
be in the end.”

Ke rl i n  c h o s e  to  l ive  w i t h 
random roommates during her 
freshman year, and recommended 
living with someone new instead 
of living with high school friends.

“[Living with a random room-

mate] encourages you to always 
meet new people. You don’t 
get stuck in a rut too early, and 
you don’t get comfortable too 
quickly,” Kerlin said. “My other 
high school friends that ended up 
living together in other universi-
ties had more trouble breaking out 
of the groups that they figured 
they’d stick with.”

Parsadoust now lives in an 
apartment with some of his 
closest friends, and he stresses 
how important a healthy environ-
ment is for your college career.

“Looking back at negative ex-
periences isn’t what you want 
to tell people for the rest of your 
life,” Parsadoust said. “The social 
circles you surround yourself with 
are so important. You want people 
that’ll pick you up, not people 
that’ll put you down.”

 25monday, april 29, 2019
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Senior  University of Maryland students recommend doing research to ensure a healthy home environment with roommates and to find the right fincial arrangements.  ornelle chimi/ the diamondback

terp housing 
through the years

Seniors reminisce on their transition 
from on to off-campus housing

By Matt Perez    |     @thedbk     |     For The Diamondback
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wednesday, may 22 thursday, may 23

Robert H. Smith School of Business

College of Education

School of Public Health

College of Agriculture and Natural Resources

Art 1:30 p.m. The Clarice - 
Kay Theatre

Art History 9 a.m. The Clarice - 
Gildenhorn Recital Hall

American 
Studies and 
Women’s Studies

3 p.m. Memorial Chapel

Classics 9 a.m. The Clarice - 
Gildenhorn Recital Hall

Communication 6:30 p.m. Reckord Armory
English and Com-
parative 
Literature

1:30 p.m. Ritchie Coliseum

History and 
Jewish Studies

9 a.m. Memorial Chapel

Language, Litera-
ture and Cultures 
and Film Studies

3:30 p.m. The Clarice - 
Dekelboum Concert Hall

Linguistics 11 a.m. Marie Mount Hall
Music 9:30 a.m. The Clarice - 

Dekelboum Concert Hall
Philosophy 9 a.m. Memorial Chapel
Theatre, Dance 
and Performance 
Studies

10 a.m. The Clarice - 
Kay Theatre

College of Arts and Humanities

Graduates 3 p.m. Xfinity Center
Undergraduates 7 p.m. Xfinity Center

3 p.m. Reckord Armory

7 p.m. Reckord Armory

11 a.m. Xfinity Center

spring 2019 commencement
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African-Ameri-
can Studies

4:30 p.m. The Clarice - 
Kay Theatre

Anthropology 4:30 p.m. The Clarice - 
Kay Theatre

Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

9 a.m. Reckord Armory

Geographical Sci-
ences

noon Memorial Chapel

Hearing and 
Speech Sciences

6 p.m. Memorial Chapel

Psychology noon Reckord Armory 
Sociology 12:30 p.m. The Clarice -

Dekelboum Concert Hall

thursday, may 23 (cont.) friday, may 24

College of Behavorial and Social Sciences Main Commencement

9 a.m. The Clarice - 
Dekelboum Concert Hall

School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation

Graduates 9 a.m. Xfinity Center
Undergraduates 1 p.m. Xfinity Center

A. James Clark School of Engineering

10 a.m. Ritchie Coliseum

Philip Merrill College of Journalism

5 p.m. Xfinity Center

Computer, Mathematical and Natural Sciences

11:30 a.m. The Clarice - 
Gildenhorn Recital Hall

Individual Studies

Economics 6:30 p.m. Xfinity Center
Government and 
Politics

9 a.m. Reckord Armory

College of Behavorial and Social Sciences

4:30 p.m. The Clarice - 
Dekelboum Concert Hall

School of Public Policy

1 p.m. Xfinity Center

spring 2019 commencement
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